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New Spiritual Care Centre Dedication
People of all faiths and none gathered at the Royal United Hospital, Bath for the Dedication of its
new Spiritual Care Centre.
The ceremony was conducted by The Rt Rev Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton before an audience
of guests including the Mayor of Bath, Cllr Ian Gilchrist.
Members of the Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Baha’i and Sikh communities
presented scriptures and symbols to represent each faith.
Bishop Ruth, who also commissioned the Spiritual Care Centre Chaplains and volunteers, said:
“Thank you to all for planning, designing, financing and staffing this very special place. Thank you
for recognising that people need a place of sanctuary like this, offering space for prayer, healing
and peace for patients, their families and staff in the busy life of this hospital.”
RUH Lead Chaplain Narinder Tegally said: “We have been on a long journey with many challenges
and joys to reach this stage, which has only been possible through the enormous generosity of key
individuals and the hard work of so many people. In the short time we have been open this place
has already become a sanctuary and a place of reflection for many people of faith and no faith. Our
hope is that this will continue to flourish and grow into a place of peace, stillness and healing.”
The new Spiritual Care Centre – a space for reflection and prayer – has been purpose-built to
replace the former Chapel. It offers 24-hour access, providing room for anyone to come and sit, to
talk, reflect, pray or simply gather their thoughts.
Ablution and prayer spaces are available for those who need them, as well a quiet and private area
for confidential and sensitive conversations. There’s also a peaceful courtyard garden with
planting, seating and sculpture, created thanks to a generous gift to the Hospital’s charity, the
Forever Friends Appeal, in the will of a local Bath man, the late Mr Colston Cook,.
The new building, which was designed in conjunction with members of different faiths, is located on
the crossroads of Zone C&D on the hospital ground floor. It is part of the Royal United Hospitals
Bath NHS Foundation Trust’s ‘Fit for the Future’ development plan to transform the site and further
improve services for patients.

Ends

Notes to Editor:


The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a
catchment population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in
North East Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population
served by four Clinical Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG,
Somerset CCG and South Gloucestershire CCG.



The Trust provides 565 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and
surgery, services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and
clinical support services.



In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust was acquired the Royal National Hospital
for Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across
the country offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME.



The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming
our site and further improving the services we provide. The Trust is now working towards building a
purpose built RNHRD and Therapies Centre and a new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details visit:
www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit_for_the_future



For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit:
www.ruh.nhs.uk
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