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Staff vaccination programme begins at RUH Bath

The first staff at the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust were given the
Pfizer BioNtech COVID-19 vaccine this morning —with hundreds more in line to be
inoculated in the coming weeks.

Trust Chief Executive Cara Charles-Barks hailed the launch as a significant step forward in
the hospital’s fight against COVID-19.

She said in a message to staff: “I'm so pleased that we can offer you this protection, as
your health and wellbeing as front line responders to this virus is of utmost importance.

“Our aim is to vaccinate all our staff by the spring and you will all be contacted when it’s
your turn to receive the jab. Everyone matters at the RUH and we are all working
extremely hard to make sure that we can vaccinate you all.”

One of the first staff to receive a jab was Sheena Brown, a Staff Nurse and former ward
Sister who has worked in the NHS for 48 years. She said: “It feels great to have had the
vaccine. I'm a vaccinator as well, so I've been here since 8am today helping to vaccinate
staff.

“l think it’s very important that people get the jab when they are offered it. The country is
going through such a difficult time and this will help save lives and stop the NHS getting
overwhelmed.

“My message would be — please get the jab, for yourself, your family and the NHS.”

Another member of staff getting the vaccination was Dr Andrew Finlay. He said: “It's very
exciting to be one of the first to be getting the jab. | would encourage everyone to get the
vaccination when they are offered it, and | will be encouraging my family and friends to get
it.
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“It makes it safer for me, for my patients and for the colleagues | work with.”

Peer Vaccinator Joelle Feghali, one of scores of volunteer peer vaccinators helping with
the roll out, said: “I feel very privileged to be here today, and have been vaccinated myself.
I've had COVID-19 and was very unwell, so | was keen to get vaccinated and help protect
the people around me.”

Julie Stone, Lead Nurse, said: “We’ve been very busy — staff have been very keen to
come along and get their jabs. We’re rolling out the vaccinations across the hospital and in
time all of our staff will receive one.

“I'm very proud to be involved with such an important project. The whole team has been
amazing.”

The Trust is prioritising its most vulnerable staff first — those who are vulnerable due to
their age, health condition or because of their potential exposure to the virus because of
where they work in the hospital.

Cara Charles-Barks encouraged all staff to take up the vaccine opportunity and said: “I
know it's been a challenging winter so far. This vaccine offers us the very real hope that
we will be able to return to normality during 2021 and is the best start to the New Year we
could hope for.”

Ends

Notes to Editor:

The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a catchment
population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North East
Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four Clinical
Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and South
Gloucestershire CCG.

The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and surgery,
services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support
services.

In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for
Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the country
offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer related fatigue and

fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis.
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The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming our site
and further improving the services we provide. The Trust has opened the purpose-built RNHRD and
Brownsword Therapies Centre and is now working towards the new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details
visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit for the future

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk
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