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Media Release 
 
 

RUH’s artistic environment scoops national award  
 
The imaginative use of art and design in creating a therapeutic environment for patients at the 
Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust has been recognised with a national award.  
 
The Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) and Brownsword Therapies Centre 
was carefully designed inside and out to reflect the city’s connection to thermal healing waters and 
the heritage and history of the RNHRD.  
 
The building has now been recognised as the ‘Best Collaborative Arts Project (Static)’ at the 
prestigious Building Better Healthcare Awards 2020 – which were delayed until this week due to 
the pandemic.  The award is for an arts project that achieves a positive impact on patient and staff 
experience within a healthcare environment.  
 
The centre includes art and artefacts from the Mineral Water Hospital, where the RNHRD relocated 
from in 2019, alongside modern specially-commissioned artwork.  
 
Art and Design Manager Hetty Dupays, from the hospital’s charitably funded arts programme Art at 
the Heart, said: “There was a whole team of people involved in the design, and we were all really 
inspired by the central theme of ‘flow’. We worked closely with patients and our communities to 
develop the themes. 
 
“The use of thermal waters is an important part of our history. The concept of flow is also about 
rehabilitation and freeing of movement.  
 
“We know the Min was a much loved building with a unique atmosphere. We wanted to make the 
new building feel just as special, and I’m really proud that we achieved that. We’ve had fantastic 
feedback from patients and staff.  
 
The RNHRD and Brownsword Therapies Centre’s unique design includes bespoke heritage 
wallpapers, with cabinets of curiosity displaying some of The Min’s most treasured artefacts.  
 
Other special features include spectacular floor-to-ceiling glass panels by Christopher Tipping in 
the hydrotherapy area, colourful contemporary prints by local artists including Jason Dorley-Brown 
and Andy Goodman, and a six-metre geographical timeline on the outside of the building by Ross 
Bennett.  
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Notes to Editor: 

 

The Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust provides acute treatment and care for a catchment 

population of around 500,000 people in Bath, and the surrounding towns and villages in North East 

Somerset and Western Wiltshire. The hospital provides healthcare to the population served by four Clinical 

Commissioning Groups: Bath & North East Somerset CCG, Wiltshire CCG, Somerset CCG and South 

Gloucestershire CCG. 

 

The Trust provides 759 beds and a comprehensive range of acute services including medicine and surgery, 

services for women and children, accident and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support 

services.  

 

In 2015 The Royal United Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust acquired the Royal National Hospital for 

Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD) NHS Foundation Trust. The RNHRD treats patients from across the country 

offering services in rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME, cancer related fatigue and 

fatigue linked to other long term conditions such as multiple sclerosis. 

 

The RUH is changing - we have an exciting programme of redevelopment underway transforming our site 

and further improving the services we provide. The Trust has opened the purpose-built RNHRD and 

Brownsword Therapies Centre and is now working towards the new Dyson Cancer Centre. For more details 

visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk/about/fit_for_the_future 
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