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Media Release 

 

Former RUH cancer patient exhibits artwork at hospital 

A popular local artist is exhibiting her artwork at the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS 

Foundation Trust – the same hospital where she was treated for cancer. 

Phil Batty, from Atworth in Wiltshire, was diagnosed with stage three malignant melanoma in 

2019 and had treatment at the RUH throughout 2020. She has since been given the all-clear 

but continues to attend the RUH for scans and check-ups. 

Phil started painting in 2018 but it was during her cancer treatment that she really embraced the 

artistic life, painting and creating from her kitchen at home. 

Her exhibition, Still Alive, initially exhibited at Corsham Gallery, is being shown at the RUH by 

Art at the Heart, the RUH’s in-house art and design team. It follows another successful 

exhibition from Phil that was shown during the Peacock Art Trail in Corsham last year. 

Still Alive is a collection of mixed media artwork, inspired by her cancer journey. 

“I first started doing art because it makes me feel alive, it lights me up,” said Phil. “Still Alive is 

all about celebrating life and the fact that I’m still here, making the art that I love so much. 

“During my cancer treatment art was something that always made me happy and gave me that 

creative focus. 

“I’m delighted that part of the exhibition is now on show at the RUH and hope it’s enjoyed by 

those who see it.” 

Phil creates floral pieces as well as still life and collages, printing paper that she then 

incorporates into her work. Some of her pieces have poems that resonate with her included 

within them. 
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“When I was diagnosed with cancer it was during lockdown, so it was a very uncertain time for 

everyone,” said Phil. “I remember how well the staff at the RUH looked after me though – they 

were very caring and supportive.” 

Tony Smith, Exhibitions Manager for Art at the Heart, said: “We have a programme of temporary 

exhibitions from a range of talented local artists and it’s really special to have Phil’s work on 

display.  

“Hearing about Phil’s experience of creating art at such a difficult time is really inspiring and we 

hope that the exhibition is enjoyed by patients, staff and visitors at the RUH.”  

Phil started her career as a health visitor working in the NHS until 2015, before retraining as a 

teacher in the Alexander technique, which teaches improved posture and movement, to rid 

herself of chronic backpain.  

As well as continuing to exhibit around the local area, she is looking at creating a course that 

mixes art with the Alexander technique, to help artists with musculoskeletal problems to 

continue to do the work they love. 

You can find the Still Alive exhibition in the corridor outside the Friends of the RUH Café (B18). 

All artwork is for sale with one third of the proceeds going to the RUH. 

You can follow Phil on Instagram @batty.phil and Art at the Heart @artatheartruh  

 

Ends 

 

Notes to Editor: 

At the RUH we're proud to put people at the heart of what we do, striving to create an environment where everyone 

matters. Everyone means the people we care for, the people we work with and the people in our community. 

We provide a wide range of services including medicine and surgery, services for women and children, accident 

and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support services. 

We are also provide specialist services for rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME via the 

Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases which we acquired in 2015. 

In 2021, we acquired Sulis Hospital Bath, an independent hospital that provides care for both private and NHS 

patients. This has enabled us to provide more care for NHS patients, as well as continuing to provide private care 

to those who choose it. Any additional income earned through private care is reinvested in services for the benefit 

of the people we care for at both Sulis and the RUH. 

Our new Dyson Cancer Centre brings together many of the RUH’s cancer services under one roof to provide a 

cancer services hub for over 500,000 people in the South West. The centre includes the RUH’s oncology, 

chemotherapy and radiotherapy services, a 22-bed inpatient ward, a dedicated pharmacy, research team and 

nuclear medicine and physics teams.  



 

 

A key feature of the new centre is the Macmillan Wellbeing Hub. The three-storey hub provides a welcoming, non-

clinical space designed around the needs of patients and their families. It also includes comfortable 

accommodation where relatives and loved ones can stay overnight. 

We work closely with other health and care organisations as members of the Bath and North East Somerset, 

Swindon and Wiltshire Integrated Care Board. We strive to improve the health and wellbeing of the people in our 

community by working together build one of the healthiest places to live and work. 

We are rated 'Good' by the Care Quality Commission (CQC). 

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk 
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