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Media Release 

 

A colourful spring in store for the RUH thanks to Friends of the RUH 

All those coming to the Royal United Hospitals Bath (RUH) NHS Foundation Trust can look 

forward to a bright and colourful spring, thanks to the efforts of the Friends of the RUH. The 

team planted thousands of Dutch tulip and crocus bulbs at the hospital this December. 

The bulbs have been kindly donated by Bath in Bloom, in recognition of their strong relationship 

with Bath’s twin city Alkmaar, in the Netherlands. Situated in the north-west of the country, the 

historic city of Alkmaar is famous for its magnificent tulip fields.  

Bernard Rymer, Chair and Assistant Treasurer of Friends of the RUH said: “Our two cities have 

been twinned for 80 years so it’s a real pleasure to be able to bring a little bit of the splendour of 

Alkmaar to the RUH. We’ve planted bulbs in grass verges and green spaces across the site 

which will provide a beautiful show of colour next year from March through to May.  

“We know what a difference flowers can make – they lift the mood and give a sense of wellbeing 

as well as providing an important food source for bees and other pollinators. We’re really 

appreciative of Bath in Bloom for their support.” 

Created by one of the Netherland’s leading bulb growing suppliers, the flowers are a special 

“Alkmaar mix” of red tulips and white crocuses reflecting the colours of the Dutch city’s flag.   

Joss Foster, Chief Strategic Officer at the RUH said: “We’re really grateful to the Friends of the 

RUH for their ongoing work to make our site a welcoming environment. The volunteer gardening 

team take such great care of our courtyards and green spaces, which provide a much loved 

sanctuary for the people we care for and the people we work with. 

“As well as brightening up the RUH for all those coming on site, patients in the Dyson Cancer 

Centre who are being cared for in isolation rooms will have an incredible bird’s-eye view of a 

spectacular flower display next year.”  
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The Friends of the RUH is a charity that provides facilities, support services and equipment for 

patients that would not otherwise be provided by the NHS. As well as running a shop and café 

on the RUH’s Combe Park site, it provides a range of volunteer services at the hospital, with 

more than 200 people providing support in over 26 departments. 

The RUH is one of many organisations to benefit from the generous donation. Bath in Bloom, 

working with the Bath-Alkmaar Twinning Association, is also arranging for bulbs to be 

distributed to community gardening groups and schools, as well as the Dorothy House and the 

Bath and North East Somerset Council Parks Department. 

Find out more about Bath in Bloom on its website, and find more information about twin towns 

and Bath’s enduring relationship with Alkmaar on the Twinning Association website.  

 

Ends 

 

Notes to Editor: 

At the RUH we're proud to put people at the heart of what we do, striving to create an environment where everyone 

matters. Everyone means the people we care for, the people we work with and the people in our community. 

We provide a wide range of services including medicine and surgery, services for women and children, accident 

and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support services. 

We are also provide specialist services for rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME via the 

Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases which we acquired in 2015. 

In 2021, we acquired Sulis Hospital Bath, an independent hospital that provides care for both private and NHS 

patients. This has enabled us to provide more care for NHS patients, as well as continuing to provide private care 

to those who choose it. Any additional income earned through private care is reinvested in services for the benefit 

of the people we care for at both Sulis and the RUH. 

Our new Dyson Cancer Centre brings together many of the RUH’s cancer services under one roof to provide a 

cancer services hub for over 500,000 people in the South West. The centre includes the RUH’s oncology, 

chemotherapy and radiotherapy services, a 22-bed inpatient ward, a dedicated pharmacy, research team and 

nuclear medicine and physics teams.  

A key feature of the new centre is the Macmillan Wellbeing Hub. The three-storey hub provides a welcoming, non-

clinical space designed around the needs of patients and their families. It also includes comfortable 

accommodation where relatives and loved ones can stay overnight. 

We work closely with other health and care organisations as members of the Bath and North East Somerset, 

Swindon and Wiltshire Integrated Care Board. We strive to improve the health and wellbeing of the people in our 

community by working together build one of the healthiest places to live and work. 

We are rated 'Good' by the Care Quality Commission (CQC). 

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk 
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