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Media Release

Lettuce introduce you to something new at the RUH!

The Royal United Hospitals (RUH) Bath NHS Foundation Trust has teamed up with local grocer
Dean Cooper, from Wild About Fruit and Veg, to provide a fresh produce stall at the hospital’s
Weston site.

Located outside the Brownsword Therapies Centre, Dean and his team have an amazing range
of fresh fruit and vegetables for sale, from the familiar carrots, potatoes and strawberries
through to more unusual items such as dragon fruit.

The stall is on site every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, from 10am to 3pm, and is already
proving popular with staff and visitors.

Barry Fennell, Senior Catering Lead at the RUH, said: “Staff told us they would love to be able
to pick up a few essentials during their busy day. As a hospital we are all about supporting
healthy choices, so I'm delighted we’ve been able to work with Dean to bring fruit and veg right
to our doorstep.

“The stall is open to all, you don’t have to work here or be a patient at the RUH, anyone from the
local community is welcome to pop by for some lovely fresh produce. | know Dean and his team
have lots of ideas in the pipeline, starting with fruit baskets which would make great gifts for
patients.”

The fruit and vegetable stall is the latest addition to the RUH to provide patients, visitors and
staff with more food and drink choices when they are at the hospital.

The well-established Friends of the RUH Café, Lansdown Restaurant and Oasis Café continue
to provide hot and cold meals, drinks and snacks to eat in or take away.
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The well stocked Friends of the RUH shop at the main entrance offers cupboard essentials such
as tea and coffee and tinned goods alongside sandwiches, newspapers and magazines and
toiletries.

Two new coffee carts have also taken up residence at the RUH site in the last year. Swift Coffee
can be found outside the Princess Anne Wing entrance, where Barista Brian serves hot drinks,
cakes and more to a very appreciative crowd.

Meanwhile outside the Dyson Cancer Centre, Elodie sells a tempting range of drinks and treats
from her cosy coffee cart, Little Pink Door.

Barry said: “We are lucky the RUH is situated in such a lovely location, surrounded by views of
the beautiful Cotswold Way. It does mean some of our buildings are spread out across a large
area, so it’s great that we can now provide handier options for those visiting maternity services,
our Emergency Department or the Dyson Cancer Centre.”

The RUH also hosts a monthly Foodie Fayre, featuring vendors from across the area offering a
range of street food options — recent stalls have included authentic Caribbean, Sri Lankan,
Japanese and Greek dishes.

Ends

Notes to Editor:

At the RUH we're proud to put people at the heart of what we do, striving to create an environment where everyone
matters. Everyone means the people we care for, the people we work with and the people in our community.

We provide a wide range of services including medicine and surgery, services for women and children, accident
and emergency services, and diagnostic and clinical support services.

We also provide specialist services for rheumatology, chronic pain and chronic fatigue syndrome/ME via the Royal
National Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases which we acquired in 2015.

In 2021, we acquired Sulis Hospital Bath, an independent hospital that provides care for both private and NHS
patients. This has enabled us to provide more care for NHS patients, as well as continuing to provide private care
to those who choose it. Any additional income earned through private care is reinvested in services for the benefit
of the people we care for at both Sulis and the RUH.

Our new Dyson Cancer Centre brings together many of the RUH’s cancer services under one roof to provide a
cancer services hub for over 500,000 people in the South West. The centre includes the RUH’s oncology,
chemotherapy and radiotherapy services, a 22-bed inpatient ward, a dedicated pharmacy, research team and
nuclear medicine and physics teams.

A key feature of the new centre is the Macmillan Wellbeing Hub. The three-storey hub provides a welcoming, non-
clinical space designed around the needs of patients and their families. It also includes comfortable
accommodation where relatives and loved ones can stay overnight.

We work closely with other health and care organisations as members of the Bath and North East Somerset,
Swindon and Wiltshire Integrated Care Board. We strive to improve the health and wellbeing of the people in our
community by working together build one of the healthiest places to live and work.
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We are rated 'Good' by the Care Quality Commission (CQC).

For more information about the Royal United Hospitals Bath NHS Foundation Trust visit: www.ruh.nhs.uk

The RUH, where you matter



http://www.ruh.nhs.uk/

